
Catastrophic Impairment  (CAT definition)

An injured person may be entitled to a higher level of accident benefits if they meet the criteria 
for catastrophic impairment as defined under the Statutory Accident Benefits Schedule. For 
accidents occurring on or after June 1, 2016, a person will be deemed catastrophically impaired 
if they sustained an impairment in a motor vehicle accident which results in any of the following:

1. Paraplegia or tetraplegia that meets criteria under the ASIA Impairment Scale and other measures.

2. Severe impairment of ambulatory mobility or use of an arm, or amputation and includes specific criteria including the
Spinal Cord Independence Measures for lower limb amputations.

3. Loss of vision of both eyes that meets specific criteria.

4. Traumatic brain impairment is defined using specific criteria including the GOS-E for adults (Vegetative State one month 
after accident; Upper Severe Disability or Lower Severe Disability six months after accident; or Lower Moderate Disability 
one year or more after accident) and brain imaging.

5. Traumatic brain impairment for children is determined if they meet any of the following criteria: brain diagnostic technology 
reveals TBI; admission as an in-patient to a neurologic rehab facility; category 2 (Vegetative) on the KOSCHI scale, one month 
or more after accident; category 3 (Severe disability) on the KOSCHI scale, 6 months or more after accident; 9 months
after accident is age-appropriately dependent and requires supervision.

6. A physical impairment or combination of physical impairments that result in a 55% or more physical impairment of the
whole person using the AMA Guides, 4th edition.

7. A mental or behavioural impairment, determined in Chapter 14, of the AMA Guides, 6th edition, when combined with a
physical impairment in accordance with the combining requirements AMA Guides, 4th edition, results in a 55% or more
impairment of the whole person.

8. An impairment that results in a class 4 (marked impairment) in three or more areas of function or a class 5 (extreme
impairment) in one or more areas of function in accordance with the AMA Guides, 4th edition, due to a mental or behavioural 
disorder.
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